This special issue of the Journal of Indo-Pacific Prehistory Association presents some of the results of a small conference entitled "Recent Advances in the Archaeology of East and Southeast Asia." The event was held in Madison, Wisconsin, and brought together a collection of scholars from the US and abroad (Figure 1 ). Organized by Nam Kim and Alison Carter, the conference was hosted at the University of Wisconsin-Madison (March 15-16, 2013), and was jointly sponsored by the Department of Anthropology, the Center for East Asian Studies, and the Center for Southeast Asian Studies.
Institution), and has been updated. A full listing of the titles of each presented paper appears at the end of this introduction. We are also delighted to include concluding thoughts by Stark, in which she broadly assesses the current state of archaeological research and some of its recent and exciting lines of inquiry.
In summary, we would like to express our appreciation to all of the participants and attendees and to Mark Kenoyer for initially securing funds for the gathering. We also wish to thank the former and current editors of the Journal of Indo-Pacific Prehistory, Ben Marwick, Peter Lape, and Oli Pryce, for offering a venue and valuable assistance in putting this issue together. We are indebted to the Henry Luce Foundation, and particularly to Helena Kolenda, for generous funding that made this special event possible. Over the years the Henry Luce Foundation has been instrumental in advancing much of the archaeological work being done in East and Southeast Asia. We look forward to the continued growth and development for this wonderful field of research, and hope that the various lines of inquiry showcased at the conference will continue to shape our understanding of this significant area of the world. Van Liem, Qinglin Li, Zhichun Jing; (third row) Nam C. Kim, J. Mark Kenoyer, Miriam Stark, Mitch Hendrickson, Alice Yao, Lisa Niziolek; (fourth row) Alison Carter, Hyung Il Pai, Li Liu, Junko Habu, Laura Junker, and James Burton. 
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